labour

UXITED States of America

The Journal of Industrial Hygiene, VVol. 111, No. 11,
for .March 1922. (Puhlished by the Hanard Medical
School, Maaachtaetts.)

Conunera .Monthly, Vol. 1ll, No. 11, for March
1922. (National Banb of Commerce, New Yorh-)

The Guaranty Survey, February 28th, 1922.
(Gaaranty Trust Co. of New York.)

Wages, Prices and Profits—A Report prepared by
the Labour Research Department (Labour Publishing
Co., Ld., London).

The establishment of Minimum Rates under the
Trade Boards Act of 1909 in (1) the chain-making
industry, (2) the taibring industry—by R. H.

Tawney—Studies in the Minimum Wage, Nos. | and
2 (G, ™1 <9 Sons, Ld., London).

Pica-Rate, Premium and Bonus by j, E. Prosser
(Williams and Norgaie, London).

Industrial Fatigue in its relation to Maximum Out-
put by Henry j, Spooner (Co-partnership Publishers,
Ld., London).

An Introduction to Trade Unionism—Trade Union
Series No. 4 by G. D. H. Cole (The Labour Pub-
lishing Co., Ld., and George Allen Unwin, Ld.)

The History of Trade Unionism—Sidney and
Beatria Webb—Revised Edition, 1920. (Longmans
Green & Co.)

Trade Unionism—C. M. Lloyd (A. C. Bloch,
Ld., London).

Left-wing Trade Unionism in Frana by Pierre
Monatte, Theo Argena and August Herclet (Labour
Publishing Co., Ld., London).

Labour and Industry in Australia—from the first
settlement In 1788 to the establishment of the
Commonwealth in 1901—by T. A. Coghlan, Vols.
|—IV (Oxford University Press).

A Social and Industrial History of England—
1815—1918—J. F. Rees (Methuen 6 Co., U..
London).

Industrial Democracy by Sidney and Beatrice
Wd>b—Longmoru Green & Co.

Industrial Problems and Disputes by Lord Askwith
(John Murray, London.)

The Factory Truck and Shop Acts—C, F. Lbrijjd;
W. Peacoch_—(Butterworth & Co., Shaw & Sons,
London).

Lhseases of occupation—Sir Thomas Oliver, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. (Methuen & Co., Ld., London).

GAZETTE Apb,. 1922

NETHERLANDS TRADING SOCIETY,

BANKERS.

NEDERLANDSCHE HA«2>ECMAATSCHAFFIX
Incorporaaed in HnflaeJ
ErtMM ig RogJ Chorta. 1824.
FnDrnid-w C.nt.1 F.tSJHSJStS SJStOSt0S
Wroorrot™ .. f.SsAMxM  £4ja,ax
HEAD OFFICE AT AMSTERDAM (HsSsnd).
Stroder a5 RCrTTERDAM and THE HAGUE.
Head Anneret BATAVIA

BRANCHES:
dutch east INDIES:
niitminn i raiiir, go?vabasa,
aleioana. ladan. Loile
Cberten. Fadanf. Toiea* Teoi (Dag,
Daeidrer, Paleaob”. Tan
Dioeja. PeUoono.
KoeaRnfia. Pootianol:.
Laotaa, Staanea. "VAmoitn,

COX & co.

BANKERS.
EdMrhei 1758.

Renirtcred mder the Compaoia (Ctiniolidici«in) Act. 1908.
Psid-ap Cdrital nd Rcacm, £1,25("000.
HEAD OFFICE!

16, Clninc CcoM, London. S. W. I.

CriY OFFICE!

38, Loodnd Street, London, E. C3.
BRANCHES:

Bombgr, Coleatto, Kanda, Rowafandi. Mvree,
Srinotar and Gulnnrac (Kmim”~',

EGYPT:
Alcandria. Aleiandria Doda, Cairo, Port Said.
COX & Co. (FRANCE), Ltd., Baaiert.
HEAD OFFICE: Paris 33, Roe do 4 Septarobra.

BRANCHES :EoJ«na, Roaaev U Harra, Marsaillaa, Lrons. Bordaao,
Canes, Means Carlo, bbntona, Colona (Gananr), Alfiars. On

BANKING ue> EXCHANGE BUSINESS of avarr daacriptioo transactad.
CURRENT ACCOUNTS opened and FIXED DEPOSITS racairad.

DRATO, TELEGRAPHIC TRANSFERS end LETTERS OF CREDIT
iasoad (io Sleslinc or Oerener) ior all parts of the World

CCALECTION sm UiCfmKTKfH or BILLS <bawn lomu

SPECIAL FACIUTTES FOR BUSINESS WITH FRANCE AND
EGYPT.
E. H. CURLING,
Boabar O&a:

tanuut

published monthly by the Labour Office, Secretariat, Bombay

The ““ Lohoar Gazette “ ii a Jovnal io, Ik ae atl mleieUeJ w p,0a,St

and aecarate inionnalion on nutten ifitadlit ag”~ins Uk,o.

Vol. 1]

MONTH IN BRIEF

COST OF LIVING—
Cost of Living Index for April 1922

PRICE STATISTICS—
VITwlesale Prices in .April 1922 (Bombay)
Retail Price Statistics (Bombay, Karachi,
Ahmedabad and Sholapur)
Comparative  Prices (Bombay,
Ahmedabad and Sholapur)

Karachi,

Workmen’s Budgets
Wage Census

THE LABOUR OFFICE
AGE COMPOSITION IN INDUSTRIAL
CENTRES
Mill-hands and other Labourers in Bombay.
INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES-

Industrial Disputes in the Presidency
Twelve Months of Industrial Disputes jp

the Presidency
East Indian Railway Strike

INDIAN FACTORIES STATISTICS-
The Factories Act

THE COLLECTION OF STATISTICS BY
LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENT

LEGISLATION—

Labour Legislation—(Proceedings of the
Associated Chambers of (Commerce)

Workmen’s Compensation Legislation
HEALTH AND SANITATION IN
FACTORIES

THE WORK OF THE GENEVA CONFER-
ENCE

The International Labour Conference
Agenda for next session

CURRENT NOTES FROM ABROAD—
United Kingdom. South Africa

BOMBAY. MAY, 1922

12
12
13

13

16
16

17

18
19

20

21

23
31

28

32

35

52

[No. 9
CONTENTS
PACE PACE
3 japan 53
Germany, Argentina 54
7 BOOKS RECEIVED (Official and Un-
official Publications) 54
10 STATISTICAL TABLES-
Cost of Living Index (Bombay) .. 8-9

(Sost of Living Index Numbers lor [India

and Foreign Countries 36
Wholesale Market Prices in Bombay ..37-39
Wholesale Market Prices in Karachi ..40-42
Wholesale Prices Index Numbers in Bom-

bay by groups from January 1920 43
Retail Prices of articles of food in Bombay

in July 1914, March and April 1922 43
Retail Prices of articles of food In March

and April 1922 (Bombay, Karachi, Ahmed-

abad and Sholapfir) 44
Index Numbers of wholesale Prices in

India and Foreign (Countries 45
Retail Food Index for India and Foreign

Countries 46
Prina’pal Trade “Disputes in Progress in

April 1922 ..47-48
Cotton Mill Production (yam and woven

goods) .. ..49—51

CHARTS—

1 Progress of the Monsoon, 1921.

2 Cost of Livingin Bombay, Logarithmic Chart.
3 Do. do. Natural Chart.
4

Retail Prices of Rice, Pulses, Cereals and
other Articles of Food in Bombay.

Cost of L'ving in Foreign Countries.
Imports and Exports of Merchandise—India.

Rate of Exchange in Bombay.

® N o u

Foods and Non-foods, Wholesale Prices*
) Bombay.

9&10 Strikes in the Bombay Presidency.

(The Labour Office oaeplz no respontiiHilu ior oniniont exfirMcd in tigneJartides.)



SOUTH BRITISH INSURANCE
Company, Limited.

Subscribed Capital
£1,000,000.

Authorised Capital
£2,000,000.

Fire.—Bungalows, Godowns, Merchandise, Furniture
and effects and all descriptions of property insured.

Marine—Hulls, Freight, Merchandise and Specie
covered.  Special facilities for insuring Baggage.

Transit.-Risks accepted at lowest current Rates per
Rail, Steamer and/or Conveyance.

Motor Car.-The “S. B.” Policy affords unequalled
protection to Motorists.

Claims—Payable in Bombay, or if desired at any of the Company s
numerous Branches and Agencies throughout the world.

Fall particalars on application to

HARRY T. GORRIE,
Manager for Bombay Presidency, Malabar (Zoast and Sind.

Canada Building, Hornby Road, BOMBAY.

THE MONTH IN BRIEF

Employment
N the cotton mill industry in May, the
demand for labour was greater than the
supply. There was a slight improvement
injthe attendance of workers at the mills, the
pércentage of absenteeism decreasing slightly
by between | and 2 per cent. In the Railway
orkshops there was no scarcity of labour,

although, in Engineering_tconcerns gfnekrally,
i ack-

there was @ demand for fTitters and

smiths. It is also reported that there has
been an unusual influx of labour from
the Northwest Frontier. Many of the im-
migrants have not yet secured jobs. A num-
ber of these go to sea as firemen. The turnover,
however, of labour is extremely rapid, the

| worker being always anxious to return to

his native village, especially before the mon-
soon. For these reasons it is impossible, as
has sometimes been suggested, to keep detailed
labour records in factories in Bombay, and
muster rolls and accident records contain
practically all that Is recjfuired. On the 13th
of May wages were paid for April, and as
usual absenteeism increased for three days very
considerably.

The Cost of Living

The cost of living index, as described else-
where in the ““Labour Gazette,” weis in April
3points below that of the preceding month.
The average level of retail prices of all the
commodities taken into account in the cost of
living index for the City and Island of Bombay
(100 represents the level in July 1914) was 162
for all articles and 157 for food only. The
articles have been given the relative importance
which each bears to the aggregate expenditure.

Wholesale Price Index

Since last September the wholesale price
index has been moving downwards with the

exception of March. This index includes
28 non-food articles and 15 food articles.
The index number for these 43 articles in
April was 188, taking July 1914 to re-
present 100. This was 2 per cent, below
the level of the previous month. Food ar-
ticles stood at 193 and non-food articles at 185,
showing a decrease of 3 and 2 per cent, res-
pectively below the level of the previous month.
As compared with the corresponding month
of last year, prices have fallen by 5 per cent,

J The fall from the high-water mark (January

1920) was 19 per cent, in April. The twelve-
monthly average ended April 1922 is about
16 per cent, below this level. The similar
twelve-monthly average for the United King-
dom is 43 per cent, below the high-water nwk
reached in that country. It will be noticed
that the price of wheat, notwithstanding the
42 per cent, increase in the last year's crop
as referred to in the April “ Labour Gazette,”
has not yet fallen to the extent anticipated. The
cultivator is in no hurry to sell, and the future
of the monsoon which is due next month is
stillan uncertain quantity.

Industrial Disputes

An article in this issue reviews the strikes
that have occurred in the Bombay Presidency
during the last twelve months. It will be
noticed that no less than 71 per cent, of the
strikes occurred in the textile industry. TTie
results of the disputes were that 62 per cent,
were settled in favour of the employers, 23 per
cent, in favour of the employees, and 15 per
cent, compromised. The total number of
industrial disputes in progress, involving a
stoppage of work, was 15in April 1922, and the
number of workpeople involved in all disputes
was approximately 5,000 as compared with
22,000 in March 1922. The estimated
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aggregate duration of all disputes during April
1922 was approximately 18,352 working days as
compared with 300,829 in March 922. The
estimated aggregate duration of all disputes
from 1st April 1921 to the end of April
1922 was 1,657,019days. Detailed information
will be found on pages 17,18and 47. During
the latter portion of the present month (May)
there has been an amount of labour unrest
among weavers in certain mills in Bombay,
mainly owing to the demand for an increase In
piece rates. The spinners, however, in this
group of mills have continued to work peace-
fully. The number of weavers on strike was
approximately 1,500, and this will be referred
to in the next issue of the “ Labour Gazette.”

Labour Legislation

The Government of India have decided
to proceed with legislation on Workmen'’s
Compensation, and a Committee is to meet in
Simla at the end of June to discuss details.
The Hon'ble Mr. Innes, Member in charge of
the Industries Department, will be Chairman.
A delegate of the Accident Office Association,
London, is arriving in India, to confer with the
Bombay Insurance Committee here at an early
date, A committee, it is understood, has also
been sitting in Calcutta. The views of the
Bombay Committee will be found on page 31.

Cotton Mill Production

The years figures published below are
undoubtedly satisfactory.

(1) Month oj March

Millions ol IBs
ol woven goods
produced

Millions oi Ibi.
ol yam spun

March March

1 1 1
1920 1921 1 1922 1920 1921 1 1922

281 27
Bombay Island 26 d
Ahmedabad 6 g B 1w
Other centres 3 ™ 4 8 01 8
AN
Total. Presidency g 39 It a8
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)

Millions of Ibs. Millions of 1k

a,. ™. pun

Twelve months ended Twelve monthi ended
March Mareh

11920 1921 1922 1920 1921 1922

j 342
Bombay Island 318 349 195 186 =207
Ahmedabad 74 76 86 80 7% 8
Other centres 48 52 58 3 0 3B
306 !
Total, Presidency .. 440 470 493 292 321

In March 1922, the yarn spun in our
mills in the Presidency was less than in
the corresponding month of last year, but
greater than in March two years ago.
The goods woven in March this year show an
advance as compared with those in March 1921
as well as 1920. The astonishing feature of
the tables above is the increase both in yan
and in woven goods produced in the twelve
months ended March 1922. Prices of Indian
made yarn and piece-goods show an upward
tendency as compared with the previous month.

The Lancashire cotton industrial develop-

ments during April have been favourable.
Buying on a healthy scale has taken place in
yarn and cloth, and in the weaving districts of
North and North-East Lancashire looms that
have been idle for months are being restarted.
The monthly Review for April of the London
County Westminister and Parr’s Bank points
out that *“ manufacturers of piecegoods during
the last few weeks have met with a much larger
demand for India. Healthy clearances have
occurred in the bazaars, and dealers have plac-
ed substantial contracts with Lancashire firms.
The bulk of the buying has been for Calcutta,
but quite an encouraging turnover has taken
place for Bombay, Madras and Karachi.
This activity has had a considerable effect
upon weavers In Blackburn and Great Har-
wood, and, in addition to clearing their stocks,
some producers have very fair orders on their
books, while sheds that have been closed down
are now bheing reopened. ”
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The Outlook

The general feeling in business circles in
Bombay is similar to that prevailing in many
other countries. Confidence is strengthening,
and 1922, if the monsoon proves normal, will
be a far better year than 1921. An upward
trend of production followed by a stro”er
banking position will be unquestioned. The
Federal Reserve Bulletin for April sums up the
position in America as follows :—* The result
isa nearer approach toward stability in interna-
tional and industrial relations than has existed
at any time in the recent past. The natural
outcome of this more even and balanced
state of things in our foreign trade has been
reflected in the position of the exchanges.”
This, pan passu, applies to India. There is,
however, a considerable leeway to be made up
and to indulge in exchange heights is only to
court disappointment. The Report of the
Committee to collect information on Russia
(Cmd 1240), which has recently been presented
to the House of Commons, Illustrates the diffi-
culties in the way of an early restoration to
normal conditions.

The Balance of Trade

The noticeable feature of the balance of
trade for April is a favourable balance of
4 crores of rupees. There has again been a
favourable balance of trade in merchandise, but
owing to the large imports of treasure into
Bombay the balance of transaction in treasure
has been adverse.

India

Inlalchs of rupee*

December Januarv February-  Mvcl April 1922
1921 1922 1922 1922

Exports (privute mef'| +21.73 -1-22.99 -1-22.20 | -1-27.61 -1-23.86
chandtse). _19.93

Imports  do* -23.16 -27.62 -21.48 -17.84

Balance nf Tradem T3 463 4227 4613 -1-6.02
merdiandise.

Balance of tTancclions  -1.08 -2.48 -2.93 _4.68 -3.85
in treasure.

Vmblebnce oftrade/ -2.56  _7.12 -59 (141 -1-4.17

indudins securities.*

‘Plus (+)indicata favourable and mbna adverse balance.

h96-2

GAZETTE

Bombay
In lalduof nsaea

Dseem- "
J*B«aly Fdmar M*rdi

by April 1922
1o 1922 122 1922 P
1 -1-8,98
Export* (private mer- -1-7.65 4711  -4938 -1-6.46
chandise).
j —9.86
Import* do. -9.09 -490 -9.95 -7.42
) i —88
Balance of Trade in —144 121 67 -96
roerchazidise. i
Imports of treasure  -133 278 ) 458 -3.45
Exports of treasure 121 0 s 12| +2
Balance of transactions -1.12 242! — 276 -437 -3.43
in treasure. .
Karachi
In lakhs of rupea
DeCem: jvary  Februirv March
ber u arc! April 1922
1001 1922 1922 1922
Export* (private mer-  -468 -1-129 -1-131  -1-239 1-1,69
chandise).
Imports do. .. -Z57 -3.02 -232 -2.09 -1,28
Balance of .Trade in -1.89 -1.73 -71  -1.50 141
merchandise.
Imports of treasure .. -2 -2 -3 —4 -1
Exports of treasure ..
Balance of transactions -2 -2 -31 -a -1

in treasure.

(+) mgnifia net export and minus (—) signifiea net import

Signs of Recovery

There are signs of recovery as the following
chief exports and imports show

Exports of Indian Merchandise

1913-14

i 192021 1921-22
Pre-war year.

Cotton* Raw Tons .. 531,000 371000 | 534000
Piecegoods ~ Yards .. 89,234,000  146365.000  160.967,000

Jute, Raw Tons .. 768,000 472.000 468.000
Gunny bags Number .. 368.759.000  533.908.000 386.711.000
Gunny cloth Yards 1.061,152.000 1352.739.000 1.120.569.000

Hide and Skins, Raw ~ Tons .. 82.000 31,000 48.000

Tanned
or

dressed Tons .. 15,000 7.000 10.000

Oilseeds Tons .. 1381.000 624.000 735,000
Tea Lbs. .. 289.474000 285752000  313.878.000
Grain, pulseand flour  Tons .. 4.195.000 1.487,000 1.653.000
Shellac cwts. 275.000 280.000 380.000
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Imports of Foreign Merchandise

1913-14

1920-21 1921-22

Pre-war year.

Cotton—Piece-goods—Grey Yds. .. 1,534,189.000  580.206,000 ~635,608.000

Twist &arn .. Lbs. .. 44171000  47,333.000  57.124.000

Rsw aTons .. 3.000 9,000 24.000

Sunr 16D.S.and above .. Tons .. 795.000 236,000 717,00
Galvanised sheets  and

« Tons .. 278.000 67,000 88.000

plates of steel or iron

Railway plant and rolling

stock ValueRs  10,03X10,000 14,13,00,000 18.91.00.000

Machinery andmillwork..Value Rs. 7.76.00,000  22.38,00.000 34.26.00.000

These exports and Imports are our main
exports and imports. All the items except jute
show an appreciable increase over the previous
year’s figures. The exports of cotton, raw and
manufactured, of tea and shellac exceeded
those of the prewar year. The large Imports of
raw cotton, twist and yarn, railway plant and
rolling stock, and machinery and millwork
are also noticeable from the statement above.
More, however, is necessary to fan the flame
of industrial and financial activity in order to

dissipate the atmosphere of Inertia and stag-
nation, which has clogged the wheels of the
economic machine.

Business Conditions

The rates for telegraphic transfers in Bombay
on London in the first week of each of the last
seven months were as follows :—

s. d

November 1921 - <6
December - s
3rd January 1922

1st February ,,

Ist March ,, e 7 332
15t April 13/2
1st May Lo

The rates are supplied by the Deputy Con-
troller of the Currency, Bombay. The rate
for the first week of October was Is. 5jU.
There was, from the third week of May, a great
deal of strengthening in exchange, due, per-
haps, to the influences at work outside India.

1 GAZETTE May, 1922

The sinking of the “ Egypt ” (which is report-
ed to have had on board over £1 million of
gold and silver) on the 20th May, had a lullish
effect on exchange. Bank clearings duringApril,
in Bombay, Karachi and Rangoon were above
the March level, but in Calcutta these were
somewhat lower.

The rupee portion of the Paper Currency
Reserve in Bombay has fallen from Rs. 26
crores on the 31st October 1921 to Rs. 24
crores at the end of November. On the 31st
December the figure was Rs. 20 crores. On
the 31st January 1922 the figure was the same
(Rs. 20 crores) as on the 3lst December 1921,
On the 28th February, however, it rose to Rs.
22 crores. On the 3lst March it increased
to Rs. 23 crores and remained the same on the
30th April. The latest figures (15th May)
show the rupee portion of the Reserve in Bom-
bay as Rs. 23 crores. In addition there is in
Bombay Rs. 14 crores in the form of gold. The
average market quotation of 65 cotton mill
companies, for which reports are available, was
Rs. 1,621 at the end of April 1922, as against
Rs. 1,612 at the end of March and Rs. 1,602
at the end of February. The average amount
paid up was Rs. 374 per share.

THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
OFFICE

Nomination of an Indian Official

The Director of the International Labour
Office recently asked the Government of India
to nominate an Indian official for appointment
to his staff in Geneva. The Government of
India have selected Rao Bahadur S. K.
Sundaracharlu, who was until recently Assistant
to the Commissioner of Labour in Madras.
He will in no sense ““ represent ” India or the
Indian Government, but will be engaged
in purely secretariat work, and paid by the
International Labour Office. Mr. Sundar-
acharlu left Bombay en route to Geneva on the
6th May 1922.

labour
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the COST OF LIVING INDEX FOR APRIL 1922

Fall in food-grains

AH articles 62 per cent.

In April 1922 the average level of retail
prices for all the commodities taken into ac-
count in the statistics of a cost of living index
for the working classes in Bombay, was three
points below that in the previous month.
Taking 100 to represent the level in July 1914,
the index was about 165 in March and 162
in April. The general index is 16 per cent,
below the high-water mark reached in October
1920 and 6 per cent, below the twelve-monthly
average of 1921.

With the exception of rice, bajrl, and jowarl,
which remained stationary, there was a fall
in the prices of food-grains varying from 5 to
10 points as compared with prices in March.
The price of wheat fell 10 points, gram 8
points, and turdal 5 points. Since there has
been after all no Increase in the salt duty—
the proposal for the Increase having been
negatived by the Legislature—salt has fallen
by 16 points. Raw sugar, beef, mutton, milk
and tea remained at the level of the previous
month. There was an increase of 12 and
5 points in the prices of refined sugar and ghee.
A fall of 33 and 26 per cent, was observed in
potatoes and onions respectively.

The articles included in the index are ce-
reals, pulses, other articles of food, fuel and
lighting, clothing, and house rent. The arti-
cles have been given the relative importance
which each bears to the total aggregate ex-
penditure. No allowance is made for any
change in tfie standard of living since July
1914,

July 1914 =100

April 1919 (three years ago) 167 September 1921 185
April 1920(two years ago) IM  October . 183
October 1920 * .. 199  November 182
Aprill921 (ayear ago) 160  December

May .. - 167  January 1922

June . . 173 February ,,

July . .. 177 March

Food only

57 per cent.

The following table shows the price levels
of articles of food in March and April 1922
as compared with that for July 1914, which
is taken as 100. The levels are calculated
from the prices of articles per standard (or
railway) maund or seer on page 8.

Articles.

Rice
Wheat
Jowari
Bajri
Gram
Turdal
Sugar (raw)
Sugar (refined)
Tea
Salt
Beef
Mutton
Mills
Ghee
Potatoes
Onions
Ciocoanut oil

All food  articles
(weighted average) ..

1

July
1914

100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

100

March
1922

132
176
141
165
200
177
191
207
127
151
200
230
191
180
150
223

90

161

April
1922

132
166
Ul
165
192
172
191
219
127
135
200
230
191
185
99
164

86

157

Increise(+)
ordecr™N(—)
of points in
April
over or below
March
1922

Nolt.—A full explanation of the scope and method of compilation

of the index number waa published io the

September 1°1.

“ Labour Gazdte  tor
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BOMBAY COST OF LIVING INDEX
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Rs.
391-30
117'39
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25-86
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1-00

10-65
8-96
13'86
128'80
76-18
49-28
4'65
12-70
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114-30
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Scope of the Coat of Living Index

The index refers to the working class
population which is, of course, Indian. At the
lost census, taken in 1921, this was approxi-
mately five lakhs (5,(XJ,1XX)), mainly made up
of 3,04fXX) in industries, 75fXX) transport
and 44,fXXJ domestic servants, out of a total
population of about twelve lakhs (I 1,76,£XXJ).
The index does not refer to the cost of living
of Euroficans (of whom there were at the last
census I3,fXX) or I'l per cent, of the total
population) and except generally it docs not
refer to the higher middle classes of Indians.
Such classes spend a larger proportionate
amount on housing than the working classes,
and their range of expenditure is greater,
including os it docs, in the case of Europeans,
family  remittances, education,  medical
attendance, insurance, income-tax, and other
expenses. A reference to these will be
found on page 10 of the " Labour Gazette
for March.

WHOLESALE PRICES IN APRIL

Bombay

The continuous downward movement of the
index number of wholesale prices in Bombay,
since last September, was broKcn in March 1922,
by an appreciable rise in prices. In April 1922,
however, the prices fell again by about 2 per
cent. As compared with the corresponding
month of last year prices have fallen by five
per cent., the fall from the twelve-monthly
average of 1921 being about 4 per cent.

I he present index number is based on care-
fully collected market prices and is indirectly
Ohted. Food articles number 13 and non-

28. lhe base is the pre-war month,
July 1914. The index is published at the
request of business firms in Bombay, in such
a way as to show the relative level of average
wholesale prices, and the groups have been
selected primarily with a view to suit the
conditions of Bombay’s trade.

The net result of movements in the groups
arc set out below. (Sompatisons arc made
with (1) the immediately preceding month,
and (2) the corresponding month of last year.

GAZE'ITE Mav, 1922

IVholetale Maribel Pricei in Bombay

Increase (F dacrsn.

int. in April

Iw2 aa COMpared wis,

(iruup* No, o

P items. n di «*e Corrs,

“he preceding; .pomfina
month | month

(Mar. 1922).
(April
1. Ccruli 7 + 1 +)
2. Pulia 2 — 4 47
3. .Sugar 3 + 2 —31
4. Otnerfood 3 -12 +29
Total food ,, 15 — 3 -3
4. Oilieedi 4 + 3 _ |
6. Raw cotton 5 + 3 +60
7. Grtlon manufacture! 6 —6
8. Other textilea 2 14
9. Hides and skins 3 1= _19
10. Metals 5 —3 24
1. Other raw and nunufactured
articles 3 — 3 -12
Total non-food ., 28 -2 -7
General average .. 43 -=

Comparing with the previous month, there
was a rail of 4 and 12 per cent, in the groups
" Pulses "and " Other rood and a rise of one
and two per cent, in those of " (Cereals " and
sugar respectively. The price of gram fell
by 7 per cent,, while those of rice, wheat, bajri
and ghee remained at the same level. Since
there has been after all no Increase in the salt
duty—the proposal for the increase having been
negatived by the Legislature—salt has fallen
by 34 per cent. Jowari and barley have
increased by 2 and 11 per cent., respectively.
The wholesale food Index for April was about
193, which Is 3 per cent. lower than those of
March 1922 and April 1921,

The average index for non-food articles was
about 4 per cent, lower than the food index and
2 per cent, below the level of the previous
month. " Hides and Skins ” which is still
fluctuating has fallen by 18 per cent, A
decrease to about 3 per cent, was observed In
the groups " Metals *”and “ Other raw and
manufactured articles " Cotton manu-
factures ” and “ Other textiles ” remained at
the same level, while ™ Oilseeds ” and “ Raw
cotton " rose by about 3 per cent.

The table on the next page compares April
prices with those of the preceding months and

aa-*
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of the corresponding month last year. The
table expresses the price levels as percentages
of the twelve-monthly average of 1921.

April Oct Mar.

Grow* mt' 1921. 1922. 2
1
9i ‘ .
1 Omils 102 105; 99 97 98
3 |
I, Pulki 94" L1 g0 104 101
1. sSwpi el 124 | 88| 78 | 79 | 85 86
IV, Other food a 961 jog. 061 1120 142 1o5
1031 g9
Toullood 98 1031 100
I 119 o7
V, Oilicdi 101 % ' 100
1221
VI. RewcotUm 78 % | 118 116 125
VI, Grtloo manufac- | 0
turas . 100 101 102 97 )
VIl Other texliUt ,, 113 % 96 97 o7 o7
IX. Hidesand Skins .. 106 o8 114 104 105 86
X. Meuli 106 105 £y 86 83 81
XI. Other raw and |
manufact u r e d |
-rticles .o 102 95 92 92 2
Trdal nonfood..i 100 %1 101 % 95 93
General average—all | | |
artieUs RS N PP 8 9%

The main fact which emerges from this
table is that the general level of wholesale
prices in Bombay is now below the average
of 1921. No item is so far below the average
asis" Metals The level of “ Raw Cotton ”
in April 1922 is 25 per cent, above the twelve-
monthly average of 1921.

The following two tables are intended to
show (1) the wholesale price level now as
compared with July 1914 and (2) the recent
movements iN food and non-food wholesale
prices.

Annual wholesale prices
July 1914= 100

1
Food. Non- All
food.  artidea.
Twelve-monthly average 1918 170 270 237
b P, 1919 202 233 222
» . 1920 206 221 214
» 19 1921 193 198 196
Four-monthly average 1922 192 187 189

index ! Increaae(-F)
ndex

b Index Index ‘' or derraaaa
Month*. n"':" e"r number | number ' [—) per ceai.
(or al torall i forall | of index

foed- noo-lood. | articles, i number for

aUartides.

Itmury 1921 3 184 94 0191y
Fehruiry 1 188 193 191
Much 189 190 190 1
. 199 198 i 198+ *
19 200 199 |
=) ff 204 -
ol 203 +
. 204 202 ! i +2
heptember ,, . 202 211 207 ¢ +2
October . 189 199 19 1 -6
November . . 193 192 93 ! -1
December , 189 191 190 i -2
January 1922 i 188 190 190 .
February , 189 184 1w | 2
March . 198 189 192 1 +3
April 193 184 188 i -2

The mmtrMt ol wholesale pricei in Bombay ai compared with
other countrim will be found on page 44.

RETAIL PRICE STATISTICS

Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad and
Sholapur

On page 44 will be found statistics of food
prices in March and April 1922 for Bombay,
Karachi, Ahmedabad, and Sholapur. These
are official prices supplied through the Director
of Agriculture to the Labour Office, and are
averages of prices taken eight times a month
from retail shop-k”~pers patronised by the
labouring classes. These towns are selected
because they are the mainspring of industrial
activity in the Presidency.

The articles selected are those commonly
consumed by the working classes. The index’
number is based on the prices for seventeen
commodities, and is the simple arithmetic
average of the percentages of prices of the
several articles as compared with the prices
for July 1914, which being the pre-war month
is taken as the base.

In April 1922 the unweighted food indexes
for Bombay and Karachi show a fall from the
previous month, while for Ahmedabad and
Sholapur they show a rise. We find from these
numbers that the price of cereals has risen
only in Sholapur, while that of pulses has fallen
in all the centres. ' Other food ” shows a
slight rise in Ahmedabad and Sholapur, and a
fall in Bombay and Karachi.
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COMPARATIVE PRICES

From the table below it will be seen that
taking the retail food prices in Bombay in
April 1922 as equal to 100, Karachi and
Sholapur show a level below Bombay, while
Ahmedabad shows one above it. But in March
Ahmedabad also shows a level below Bombay.

Bombay prices in March 1922 = 100

. Karachi | Ahmed-
Artides Bombay abad Sholapur
Cereals— |
Rice .1 .00 1% 108 94
Wheat 100 i04 920 77
Jowari too 94 93 67
Bajri 100 94 102 t
Average—Cereals.. 100 107 i____ 987 78
Pulses—
Gram 100 101 88 85
Turdal 100 94 i 103 74
Average—Pulses .." idb 98 9
Other artides of food—
Sugar (refined) 100 105 107 113
jagri (Gul) 100 102 82 103
100 126 105
Salt 100 83 116
Beet 100 78 59
Mutton 100 78 65
Milk 100 70 76
Gbee 100 82 88
Potatoes 100 66 119
Onions 100 144 96
Cocoanut oil 100 140 117
Average-Other articles
of food . THET 92 7 96~
Average—All food
articles 100 i 9% | 96 90
Bombay prices in April 1922 = 100
Cereals—
Rice 100 135
Wheat 100 95 1%(;)
Jowari 100 91 69
Bajri 100 96 77
Average—Cereals 100 -IwW-- 8]
Pulses—
Gram 100 85 85
Turdal 100 94 75
= Average—Pulses. wo 80
Other articles of food—
Sugar (refined) 100 102 107
Jagri (Gul) 100 99 103
Tea 100 90 105
Salt 100 82 01
Beef 100 98 )
Mutton 100 78 65
Mak 100 57 76
Ghee 100 74 97
Potatoes 100 112 180
(Unions 100 128 131
Cocoanut od .. 100 140 123
Average-Other articles
of food 100 7 £106
Average—All . food
articlies..! 100 97
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WORKMEN’'S BUDGETS

Progress of the Inquiry

A description of the objects and ntethod of
the Inquiry into working men’s family budgets
was given in the September issue of the
“ Labour Gazette ”’, and a note on the number
of budgets collected appeared in the October
issue. Up to May I0tn, 2,532 family and 568
“ single ” men’s budget.s, making a total of
3,100, have been collected by the Investigators
of the Labour Office. By *“ single ” is meant
those men who have no families, or who live in
Bombay in a mess away from their families.
This type of worker is common, in Bombay,
and although the primary object of the budget
inquiry is to ascertain the true facts relating
to the Income and expenditure of a working
class family in Bombay, the case of the
“ single ” man cannot be overlooked. In the
collection of the budgets attention is paid to
the industries in which the largest numbers
of workers are engaged. For example, the
cotton mill Industry which gives employment
to 123,140 persons, according to the last
census, is considered first, and the remaining
major industries are placed in order of import-
ance. The budgets are, as far as possible,
collected in proportion to the importance of
these Industries. The table below shows the
number and percentage of budgets by industries
collected so far . —

Proportion of budgets collected

Induttry Number ~ Approufflau
percentate
(1) Mill workers 1,530 49
(2) Railway workers .. 274 9
(3) Dock workers 385 .2
rsweepers 407"l
(4) Municipal-; coolies 36 <. 461 15
|_others 18]
(5) Engineering workers 244 8
(6) Gas and electric workers 92 3
(7) Postal workers 32 |
(8) Miscellaneous workers 82 3
Total ., 3,100 100

The process of tabulation of these budgets
according to Income and occupation is now
nearing completion. Averages for each group
are being struck and typical budgets will be
prepared from these averages. The final
results will shortly be published. TTie next
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issue of the *“ Labour Gazette ” will contain a
note on the general results of the family budget
inquiry and an article on the scavengers’
budgets.

WAGE CENSUS

The Textile Industry

The final tabulation work connected with
the cotton wage census In the Bombay Presi-
dency has now been completed, and the report
with the necessary comparative tables, expla-
natory notes, etc., will In the near future be
published. The information deals with wages
paid in May 1921 for over 250 occupations.
Owing to the co-operation of the Bombay Mill-
owners’ Association, the whole of the mills In
Bombay City and Island have supplied the
required Information. Individual returns are,
of course, regarded as confidential, and only
averages for groups of mills will be published,
80 that the returns of individual mills will in
no way be shown. In addition to Bombay,
detailed Information will be published for
Ahmedabad, Sholapur and elsewhere In the
Presidency. The mills in the City and Island
of Bombay have, as suggested by the Sub-Com-
mlttee of the Bombay Millowners’ Association
appointed to work with the Labour Office in
this connexion, been classified under six groups
according to their location, viz..—Jacob Circle,
Tardeo, Chinchpoogli, Sewrl, Parel and Worll.
Some mills, however, very few in number—
have been grouped under “ Other centres ”
as they cannot be classified according to their
location without disclosing their Identity.
The average daily earnings of workers men,
women and children—are separately shown.
In this connexion the remarks of the Chairman
of the Millowners’ Association in regard to the
variation In rates paid in the Bombay mill
industry (see “ Labour Gazette ” for March)
may be noted. He said “ obviously the work
of dissection has been difficult and taken much
time to tabulate, but | expect the (Wage Cen-
sus) report will be issued in the near future,
and | hope the figures and information collected
will give us a * nucleus ' for standardisation of
wages In the textile trade.”
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THE LABOUR OPHCE

S(30PE OP ITS Work

A press note was issued In April of last year
on the Labour Office.  In view of the interest
taken in the work of the office and the reference
to it in the Industrial Disputes Commtitee’s
Report (see April “ Labour Gazette,” pages 29
and 30) and In the speech of the Chairman of
the Millowners’ Association at the annual
meeting of the Bombay Millowners (see
*“ Labour Gazette ” for March, page 25) it has
been thought necessary to republish the note.

““A Labour Office has now been estab-
lished by Government, and it may be of general
Interest to employers and employed to have a
brief statement showing why such an office
has been found necessary and what will be
the general scope of Its work.

“In every considerable civilised country
there is now a special department which col-
lects information as to waves and other working
conditions, and generally watches over the
relations between the employers and employed.

” In India during the last few years it has
become more ana more apparent that some
organisation on the lines of the labour depart-
ments of the world is needed. There is a
pressing need for full and accurate information
about the actual wages paid at the present time
and how these wages compare with those paid
in previous years. In making this comparison
one has to hear In mind that the purchasing
power of money has fallen ; hence the necessity
of getting exact infornutlon as to the course of
prices and the cost of living generally. The
need for authoritative information on these
and similar points is felt by all. Existing
statistics leave much to be desired. Figures
given by employers are immediately discounted
on the ground that they are not disinterested;
counter-statements by employees are open
to the same damaging criticism. Some
impartial authority which, without bias in
one direction or the other, will endeavour to
ascertain the facts, would appear to be urgently
necessary.

“ While the cost of such a department is not
prod~tive in the sense that it earns interest,
yet, in countries where such an organisation
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