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" The wort curves of the best workers and of those efnB{e.gj 
the best conditions almost invariably tended toward a 
throughout the day and throughout the week......... If hamn^
industry is to be used to the best advantage steadiness at wort 
encouraged and uselesa sporting at the beginning td the day

Bulletin No. 9 of the International Record of 
Welfare Work—for August and September 1922 tntli 
supplements Nos. 19 and 20. (International 
tion for the Promotion of Child Welfare, Brusteli.)

The Nation's Health—Vol. IV, Nos. 6^9 for Jin, 
—Septemtier 1922.

The June issue contains an article on “ Common Sense ia Fad«. 
Ventilation " by Dr. C.E.A. Winslow.

The August issue contains an article on ** Recreation—Its Place* 
Positive Health ” by Benjamin Seleicman.

Welfare Work-—Employers' experiments for
improving working conditions in Factories by 
Dorothea Proud. (G. Bell & Sons, Ltd., London.)

The Child Welfare Movement—by Janet E. la^^ 
Claypon. (G. Bell & Sons, Ltd., London.)

Industrial Peace

Industrial Unrest.—TTie Report of the Commis­
sioners (July 1917) collated and epitomised by 
Sir William Chance. (P. S. King & Son, London.)

Terms of Industrial Peace—by Alex Ramsay. 
(Constable & Co., Ltd., London.)

Industrial Peace.—Its Advantages, Methods and 
Difficulties—by L. L. F. R. Price. (Macmillan & Co., 
Ltd., London.)
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THE MONTH IN BRIEF
Employment

IN the cotton mill industry of Bombay the 
attendance of workers again showed an 

improvement over the previous month. This 
was said to be due to the decrease in sickness 
in the city and to the anticipated bonus. 
The average absenteeism from representative 
mills was 8*35 per cent, as compared with 
9*29 per cent, for the preceding month. The 
supply of labour was generally equal to the 
demand. In Ahmedabad the supply of 
skilled labour in cotton mills was adequate • 
during the month and the supply of unskilled 
labour was actually In excess of the demand. 
Absenteeism in the mills rose, by about 1 per 
cent., to 5 per cent. This increase is attributed 
to the distribution of bonus in October after 
which unskilled operatives usually remain 
absent from work, until they have spent the 
money received as bonus. The percentage of 
absenteeism, however, was not greater than in 
the corresponding month of last year. In 
Sholapur the supply of labour was generally 
plentiful and no change in absenteeism was 
recorded as compared with the previous two 
months. Absenteeism in Sholapur was 
approximately 12 per cent.

In the engineering trades in Bombay, 
attendance again fell as compared with the 
figure of the previous month, the absentee­
ism rising from 17*1 to 18*26 per cent. 
Absenteeism in this industry has increased 
steadily since the close of the monsoon, but 
towards the end of the month under review 
some signs of improvement were recorded. 
The supply of labour was equal to the demand 
in all trades except boiler makers, assistant boiler 
makers, turners and pattern makers. These 
classes of workers were mainly in demand in 
railway workshops. The absenteeism in the 
Reclamation scheme at Marine Lines was

5 per cent., the same as in the previous month 
and at Colaba 17'5 per cent, as compared with
6 ■ 5 per cent, in the previous month. There has 
been a large Increase in absenteeism at Colaba. 
On the construction of chawls (tenements) at 
Nalgaum, De Lisle Road and at Worll, absen­
teeism remained the same as in the previous 
month, viz., about 3 per cent, at Nalgaum and 
De Lisle Road and about 10 per cent, at Worll. 
In the Bombay Port Trust, the attendance of 
labour employed in the Chief Engineer’s 
Department was generally equal to the demand. 
Absenteeism in the month of November 
was 14'89 per cent, as compared with 13*78 
per cent, in the previous month. The increase 
was said to be due to fever. The attendance of 
dock labour showed a further increase in 
absenteeism as compared with the previous 
month, the average absenteeism being 25 per 
cent, as against 22*08 percent, in the previous 
month. This figure of absenteeism Is the 
highest recorded of all classes of labour in the 
Presidency and the cause is attributed to the 
tendency of the Indian labourer to overstay 
his leave, as numbers of workers have returned 
to their villages for agricultural reasons.

In Karachi absenteeism among labour 
employed in the Engineering Workshop of the 
Port Trust, which recorded a slight improve­
ment during October, again rose during Nov­
ember by about 2per cent., to 5 percent. The 
supply of skilled labour was plentiful and that of 
unskilled labour even greater than the demand.

The Cost of Living
In November 1922 the cost of living, as 

described elsewhere in the Labour Gazette, 
was about 2 points below the level of the 
preceding month. The averse level of retail 
prices of all the commodities taken into 
account in the cost of living index for the City 
and Island of Bombay (100 represents the
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level of July 1914) was 160 for all articles and 
155 for food articles only. There is a fall of 
12 per cent, as compared with this time last 
year and a fall of 17 per cent, below the high- 
water mark (October 1920).

The articles have been given the relative 
Importance which each bears to the aggregate 
expenditure. No allowance is made for any 
change in the standard of living because an 
index number purporting to combine move­
ments in prices with movements in consumption 
would present great difficulties in construction, 
interpretation and application. Moreover 
such an index would not be materially different 
from a simple index of the general movement 
of prices in the case of the working classes. 
A further reference to the cost of living index 
will be found on page 7.

The Wholesale Index Number
The index number fif wholesale prices for 

November showed a rise of more than one per 
cent, in the general level, as compared with 
October, but the level was lower than that 
in September. This rise (which was preceded 
by a marked fall of prices both in September 
and October) was due to an advance in non­
food articles, the noticeable fall in food grains 
being more than compensated by a rise in 
exported raw materials.

Increase per cent, over July 1914.
I

1 August
i 1922

September October jNovember
1922 i 1922 ! 1922

Foods
..| 88

85 78 76

Non-foods ..1 84 79 72 77

All articles .. '86 81 74 76

In comparison with the corresponding 
month of last year, prices have fallen by 9 
per cent., the fall from the high-water mark 
(January 1920) being about 24 per cent. 
The price of wheat in Bombay on the 15th 
December was Rs. 4-14-9 per Indian maund as 
against Rs. 5-4-8 on the 30th November. The 
prices for Rangoon rice in the Bombay market 
on these dates were Rs. 5-9-6 and Rs. 6-1-2.

Industrial Disputes
Charts Nos. 9 and 10 on industrial disputes 

show at a glance the considerable increase in
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the number of workpeople affected by strikes I 
during November, as compared with the pre. I 
vious month. The number of disputes, I 
involving stoppages of v^ork, as beginning in I 
November was 13. Eight disputes which I 
began before November were still In progress. I

• The number of disputes settled in November J
was 19. Mostofthedisputes were in Ahmed- 1 
abad mainly over the question of the annual I 
bonus. During November there were 2I I 
disputes involving 15,206 ‘workpeople, as I 
compared with 9,817 in the previous month I 
and 8,091 in November 1921. The estimated I 
aggregate duration of all disputes during I 
November was nearly 60,287 working days, I 
as compared with 62,372 days in October 1922 I 
and 61,809 days in November 1921. A general I 
review of strikes in the Presidency will be I 
found on page 24 of this issue. I

Labour Legislation, etc. I
The Bombay and Karachi Chambers of I 

, Commerce have given very careful considera- I 
tion to the Workmen’s Compensation Bill and I 
have forwarded their reports to Government. I 
The Bombay Millowners’ Association has also I 
been considering this question. The Select I 
Committee, it is understood, will meet in I 
Delhi on or about the 9th January 1923. The I 
Government of Bombay has also communi- I

• cated its views on the proposed Mines Act, I 
which will be taken up at the ensuing session I 
of the Central Legislature. The Legislative I 
Council has passed the Bill on House Rents 
referred to on pages 4 and 5 of the November 

Labour Gazette and the Act allows for an J 
increase as shown on page 5 of that issue. q

On December 6th, His Excellency the 
Governor opened the new chawls (tenements) 
which have been constructed by the Develop­
ment Directorate at Worli. His Excellency’s U 
speech will be found on page 15.

Cotton Mill Production
The main features of the two following tables 

are the slight decrease in yarn production and 
a greater decrease in the production of woven 
goods in the cotton mills In this Presidency 
during the seven months ended October 1922, 
as compared with the corresponding period of 
the previous year. There was, however, a 
small increase In the production of yarn in

Dec.. 1922

October 1922. The prices of local made piece- 
goods fell in November, while those of yarn 
were weak. Imported piece-goods and yarn 
indicated a similar movement.

(1) Month o/ October

Millions of lbs. 
of woven goods 

produced

October

I Millions of lbs. 
of yam spun

October

i
1920 1921 1922

1
1920 1921 1922

Bombay Island 28 28 29 17 20 16
Abmedobad 7 7 7 6 7 6
Other centres 5 5 5 3 3 3

Total, Presidency .. 40 40 41 26 30 25

(2) Set^en months ended October

Millions of lbs. 
of yarn spun

Millions of lbs. 
of woven goods 

produced

Seven months ended 
October

Seven months ended 
October

1920 1921 1922 1920 1921 1922

Bombay Island 197 206 201 112 129 116
Ahmedabad 42 50 53 43 50 46
Other centres 29 34 35 17 20 18

Total, Presidency .. 268 ' 290 289 172 199 180

The Outlook
A comparison of the figures of exports from 

India during the six months April to September 
1922 with those of 1921 reveals the interesting 
fact that the main exports of India have 
increased by 28 per cent, while imports, on the 
other hand, have decreased by 11 per cent, as 
compared with the corresponding period of 
last yearl Seeds increased by no less than 145 
per cent., raw jute by 85 per cent., tanned and 
dressed hidesand skins by 44 per cent., gunny 
cloth by 39 per cent, and rice and raw cotton 
by 31 per cent. each. The exports to France 
increased by 83 per cent., to Belgium by 80 
per cent, and to Germany by 62 per cent. 
The increase in exports to the United States 
is 23 per cent, and to Japan 4 per cent, as against 
39 per cent, in the case of the United

H 833-2
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Kingdom. Exports to China have increased 
by 43 per cent. The Increase in the value of 
imports of cotton piece-goods is 26 per cent, 
and in twist and yam 11 per cent. Sheet iron 
and plates have Increased by 70 per cent, while 
machinery and mill work, sugar, railway plant 
and cutlery have decreased between 20 and 
50 per cent. The exports of rice to Germany 
have been considerable and substantial 
shipments have been booked during the period 
from February to July next. Some of the 
Indian milled rice is remilled in Germany 
and re-exported to various countries, notably, 
Cuba, Portugal and Scandinavia. Rice has 
been bought largely, it is understood, from 
Indian firms. Conditions in the United 
Kingdom are not so satisfactory as they were 
owing to the unemployment problem. A 
cable message received by the American 
Trade Commissioner in Calcutta from Washing­
ton shows that American production continues 
to be heavy although prices are irregular. 
There is but little unemployment and wages 
continue high. The cloud upon the horizon 
is still prevailing in Continental Europe. No 
less than eight German Banks are now in exist­
ence in Amsterdam and the Amsterdam office 
of the Deutsche Bank recently handed a petition 
to the Stock Exchange Committee to be 
admitted to the Stock Exchange, which is 
significant as foreigners in most Exchanges of 
any Importance in Europe are not admitted as 
members.

. The Balance of Trade
The trade figures for November for Bom­

bay and Karachi are given on the next page. 
Those for the whole of India were not received 
in time for insertion.

India

In Isidu of rupees

5

*F&a(+) indicates UsfounUe and minus (r^) adverse baknoe.

7^
August ' Seplem

1922 berl922 
1

• October
1922

Export, (private tnerdundiK) .. 19.23 24.40 25.21 21.(0 21.63

Imports do. do. 16.40 18.15 2120 18.23 22.91

Balance of Trade in maretamUe. -1-2,83 + 6.25 4- 4.01 + 337 - 1,28

Balance of tranractions in 
treaiure (private).

-4.12 J - 6.521'
- 1.96 -3.91 -3,52

Visible balance of tnda 
including securities.*

-1.11 1 + 32 ^1+ 2.96
+ 10 -336
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November ..

December ..

September ,,

October

share.

for November 1922.

BONUS TO BOMBAY MILL WORKERS

Non-—r/jo (+) signifies net export aod mima (—) sanines net import.

Business Conditions

months are as follows

These

for the last three months are as follows :—

the whole of India is 64.

January 1922

February

In luuis of rupees

June
1922

July 
1222

August
1922

Septem* 
ber 1922

October 
1922

November 
1922

Exports (private mer­
chandise).

8.30 8.50 7.60 4.80 438 7.84

Imports do. .. 6.17 6.86 7.85 730 8.17 8.23

Balance of Trade in 
merchandise.

4-2.13 4-1.64 - 25 -2.40 - 3.79 - 39

Imports of treasure .. 4.07 6,63 2.27 4.20 3.47 2.82

Exports of treasure .. 36 22 42 53 31 4

Balance of transactioni 
in treasure-

-3.71 -6.41 -1.85 -3.67 - 3.16 -2.78

Karachi

Exports {private mer­
chandise).

l.<2 1.76 .33 131 56 2.44

Imports do. .. ..42 1.40 1,83 1,40 235 ( 1.65
1

Balance of Trade in 
merchandise-

- 30 4- 36 - 50 - 9
J - 1.69

4- 79

Imports of treasure .. 3 2 4

Exports of treasure ,. 2 6 21 5 1

Balance of tnnsanctions 
in treasure.

4- 2 4- 6 4- 18 4- 3 4- 1 — 4

and silver in the Paper Currency Reserve for

mill companies for which quotations are avail-
able are as follows :—

The rates for telegraphic transfers in Bombay
on London in the first week of the last twelve

rates are supplied by the Deputy
Controller of the Currency, Bombay.

Bank Clearings during November 1922 in
Rangoon, Karachi and Bombay were above the
October level, but in Calcutta, on the other
hand, these were slightly lower. The figures

LABOUR GAZETTE

I

in crores of rupees

z

September 
1922

October 
1922

November 
1922

SSBt 

twri Wilk 
Ptcvioui 

month.

Bombay 70 63 67 + 4
Karachi 2 3 3
Calcutta 62 74 - 1
Rangoon 9 9 10 + 1

The latest report shows the rupee portion 
of the Reserve in Bombay at 22' 76 crores. 
In addition there is in Bombay Rs. 14 crores 
in the form of gold, and the percentage of gold

The average market quotations of 65 cotton

Rs. 1,650 July 1922 .. Rs. 1.688

1,593 August „ .. .. 1,578

1,604 September,, .. .. 1,517

1,613 October „ .. „ 1.433

1,609 November „ .. „ 1,266

The average amount paid up was Rs. 371 per

The aftermath of the speculative mania 
referred to in the Labour Gazette for October
is shown in these 65 cotton mill quotations

The Committee of the Bombay Millowners
Association has sanctioned the payment of a
bonus for 1922 to all operatives on the muster
roll of mills on 15th December 1922. The
rates to be paid are the same as those of last
year which were published on page 18 of the
Labour Gazette for December 1921, viz., to
fixed wage earners - men, women and children
-one full month’s wages for service of 9 months
and over, 75 per cent, of one full month’s wages 
for service of 6 months but under 9 months and
50 per cent, of one full month’s wages for
service of 3 months but under 6 months; to
piece-workers a bonus on the above scale not
exceeding Rs. 175 provided that the bonus 
shall be paid only to employees with three full 
months’ service and over. The bonus will
be paid by all mills on 27th January 1923.

THE COST OF LIVING INDEX FOR NOVEMBER 1922
A fall of two points

Food only .. 55 per cent.All articles .. 60 per cent.

In November 1922 the average level of 
retail prices for all the commodities taken 
into account in the statistics of a cost 
of living index for the working classes 
in Bombay, was two points below the level 
of the previous month. Taking 100 to 
represent the level in July 1914, the index 
was about 162 in October and 160 in November. 
The general index is 17 per cent, below the 
high-water mark reached in October 1920 and 
7 per cent, below the twelve-monthly average 
of 1921.

A FURTHER Fall in Food Prices

In comparison with the previous month, 
there was a further fall in the retail prices of food 
articles. With the exception of rice which still 
remained stationary, all focd-grains declined, 
jowari falling by 6 points, bajri and turdal by 
5 pt ints, and wheat and gram by 4 points. 
There was no change in the price of raw sugar 
(gul), salt, beef, mutton, milk, tea and cocoa- 
nut oil, while refined sugar decreased by 6 
points and ghee by 5 points. A fall of nearly 12 
per cent, in the price of potatoes and a rise of 
10 per cent, in that of onions, owing to seasonal 
causes, were noticeable.

The articles Included in the index are cereals, 
pulses, other articles of food, fuel and lighting, 
clothing, and house rent. The articles have 
been given the relative importance which each 
bears to the total aggregate expenditure. 
No allowance is made for any change in the 
standard of living since July 1914.

Note.—A full explanation of the tcope and method of compilation 

of the index number was published io the Labour Gaiette for 

September 1921.

July 1914 = 100

November 1919 (three years ago) 174 April 1922 .. 162

October 1920 193 May „ .. 163

November 1920 (two years ago) 186 June „ .. 163

November 1921 (a year ago) .. 182 July .. 165

December ,, .. 179 August „ 164
January 1922 .. 173 September,, .. 165

February „ .. 165 October „ .. 162

March „ .. 165 November „ .. 160

The following table shows the price levels 
of articles of food in October and November 
1922 as compared with that for July 
1914, which is taken as 100. The levels 
are calculated from the prices of articles 
per standard 

page 8.

(or railway) maund or seer on

1

Articles. July 
1914

October 
1922

Novem­
ber 

1922

Increaie(+) 
ordecresse(—) 

of points 
in November 
over or below 
October 1922

Rice 100 132 132

Wheat 100 148 144 - 4

Jowari 100 113 109 - 6

Bajri
j 100 168 163 - 5

Cram
I 100

172 168 - 4

Turdal ; 100 144 139 - 5

Sugar (raw) 100 205 205

Sugar (relined) 100 237 231 - 6

Tea 100 129 129

Salt 100 152 152

Beef 100 198 198

Mutton 100 231 231

Milk 100 191 191

Ghee 100 175 170 - 5

Potatoes 100
196 1

173 - 23

Onion, 100 230 250 -f- 20

Cocoanut oil 100 112 112

All food articles
(weighted average) .. 100 158 155 - 3



Cereals— 

Rice 
Uheat 
Jowaii 
Rajii

Total and Average-<^“^'

Pulses— 

Gram 
luidal

Total and Average-^^

Olha iooi arlidei- 

Sugar ttawj 
^ugai (rehnw)

Price.
Total Expendit
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Alternative method of presentation.

Unit of 

quantity*

Annual, 

consurnppo" 
(Mass Units)- 

(In crores.)

October 

1922.

November 
1922.

October 

j 1922.

Rs.
7- 406
8- 271
5-021
7-255

Rs.
7- 406
8- 063
4-734
7-016

391-30
117-39 
47-85 
25'86

518-42
173-69
55-23
43-53

Aruclcs.

I Approximate 

I percentage 
weight assigned 

to each article 
based on 

proportion 
to aggregate 

expenditure in

Index Number. Weight X Index Number.

7- 406
8- 443

I

October 1922. November 1922

Mutton 
Milk 
Gnee 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Cocoanut Oil

Total and Average—Othd food 

aiticles ••

Total and Average—All food^ 

articles .. •.

Fuel
Kerusene oU 
Firewood 
Coal

Total and Average—Fuel and 

lighting

CloUang— 
Cbudden 
Sniitiogs 
T.Qoth

Total and Average—Qnitiing ,.

Hoose rent

Grand Total and General Aver.

___  — aggregate
“Peuoiture in Novem^r 1922 .t N- u
Rs. 1399-86 = 160). November

50-79
4-48 
1-55

25-40

17- 583
18- 078 ,

51-615

3-240 
0-641 
0-964 

17-583 
88-891
8-792 ■
3-573

28-568

134 582-40 790-87 i
1

7-240 43-00 74'06
8-099 17-52 25'33

1
160 60-52 99-39 1

17-583 59-92 123-08
17-583 15-24 36-16

51-615 j 1-00 1-29 ;

3-240 10-65 16'20 i
0-641 8-96 17'95
0-964 13-86 31'81 1

17-583 128-80 246-16 !
86-484 76-18 133-34 i

7-750 1 49-28 96-71 1
3-875 ' 4-65 10-72

28-568 12-70 14'28 !

781-90

72-40
24-30

96-70

35-17

I- 29
16-20
17-95
31-81 

246-16 
129-73
85-25
II- 63

187191 712-55

— —
100 i 158 155 1.024'16 1,617'96 1591'15

Case ] 5
48

4'37 7'656 7'656 2i'85 38'28 38-28
0-79 1'281 1'281 37'92 61'49 61'49

1 0'54 0'992 0'937 0’54 0'99 0'94

- - 100 167 167
' 60-31

100'76 100'71

Lb. 27 0'59 1-375 1'375 ' 15'93 37'13 37'13
25 . 0'64 1'495 1'464 16'00 37'38 36'60

- 1 36 0-58 1'359 1'313 20'88 48-92 47'27

i

- - 100 234 229 ' 52'81 123'43 121'00

Per month 10 11'30 18'7 18'7 113'00 187'00 , 167'00

- - 100 ' 162 160 1,250'28 2,029'15
i 1399'86

1_____

Cereals— 
Rice 
Wheat 
Jowyi 
Bairi

Palseo— 
Gram 
Turdal

••

Oihafood arlides 
Sugar (raw) 
Sugar (refined) 
Tea 
Salt 
Beef 
Mutton 
Milk 
Ghee 
Potatoes 
Onions 
Cocoanut oil

Fad andlighl^e— 
Kerosene oil 
Firewood 
Coal

Clothing— 
Dhoties 
Shirtings 
T. Cloth

House rent

Total and Average Index No.

Total and Average Index No.

Total and Average Index No.

Grand total of weights

General Average or Cost of Living Index Quly 1914 100) ..

H 833-3

November 1922

Total and Average Index No. .

Total and Average Index No. .

October 1922.

31-4 132 132 4.144-8 4.144-8
9-4 148 144 1,391-2 1353-6
3-8 II5 109 437-0 414-2
2-| 168 163 352-8 342-3

46-7 135 134 i 6.325-8 6354-9

3’1 172 168 533-2 520-8
1-3 144 139 187-2 180-7

4-4 164 159 720-4 701-5

4-8
1-2 
o-i 
0-9 
0-7

205 205 984-0 984-0
237 231 284-4 277-2
129
152
108

129
152
198

12-9 
136-8 
138-6

12-9 
136-8 
138-6

231 231 254-1 254-1
1 1

10-3 
6-1 
4-0 
0-4
1-0

191
175
196 
230 
112

I9I 
170 
173 
250 
112

1,967-3
1.067-5 : 

784-0 
92-0 
112-0

1,967-3
1,037-0 

692-0 
100-0 
112-0

5.833-6

315-0
486-0

819-3

300-3
302-9



WHOLESALE PRICES IN NOVEMBER
Bombay*

The index number of wholesale prices for 
November 1922showed a rise of more than one 
per cent, in the general level as compared with 
October, but the level was lower than that in 
September. This rise which was preceded by 
a marked fall of prices in September and 
October, was due to an advance in non-food 
articles, the noticeable fall in food-grains being 
more than compensated by a rise in exported 
raw materials. In comparison with the corres­
ponding month of last year prices have fallen by 
9 per cent., the fall from the twelve-monthly 
average of 1921 being 10 per cent.

The present index number is based on 
carefully collected market prices and is in­
directly weighted. Food articles number 15 
and non-food 28. The base is the pre-war 
month, July 1914. The index is published at 
the request of business firms in Bombay, in 
such a way as to show the relative level of 
average wholesale prices, and the groups have 
been selected primarily with a view to suit the 
conditions of Bombay’s trade.

The net result of movements in the groups 
are set out below:—

Wholesale Market Prices in Bombay

Other food

LABOUR GAZETTE

The index number of food artilces was I75 
in November as against 178 in October, thus 
showing a fall of one per cent. There was a 
further decline in food-grains, the price of 
cereals falling by 6 per cent, and that of pulses 
by 7 per cent. ‘ * Other foods ’ ’ showed a notice- 
able rise of 4 per cent, due to the progressive 
increase in the price of turmeric. There was 
a slight rise in the price of sugar, amounting 
nearly to one per cent.

In comparison with the previous month, the 
average for non-food articles showed a rise of 
nearly 3 per cent., the increase being mainly 
due to a jump in the prices of exported raw 
materials. Hides and skins and raw cotton 
which showed a fall in the preceding month, 
have advanced considerably, the former going 
up by 30 per cent, and the latter by 5 per cent. 
Oilseeds, however, fell by four per cent, and 
cotton manufactures by one per cent. There 
was a rise in the prices of metals and other 
raw and manufactured articles”.

The subjoined table compares November 
prices with those of the preceding months and 
of the corresponding month of last year. The 
table expresses the price levels as percentages 
of the twelve-monthly average of 1921

Increase (+) or decrease 
(—) per cent, in November 

1922 as compared with

I the corre- 
thepreceing!

month I 
(October ' r"’

(November

Tola] food ..

Oilseeds 
Raw cotton 
Gotton manufactures

8. Other textiles 
Hides and skins 

.V. Metals 
II. Other raw and manufactured 

articles

Total non-food .. I 28 J 

General average ..j 43 j

9.
10.

8

9

* Karachi wholesale pr'ces will he found on pages 39—41

Dec., 1922

Dec., 1922 LABOUR GAZETTE

The main fact which emerges from this 
table is that the general level of wholesale 
prices in Bombay is now below the average of 
1921. The levels of “Other food” and 
“ Raw cotton ” are, however, above the twelve­
monthly average of 1921. The following 
table is Intended to show the annual move­
ments in food and non-food wholesale 
prices:—

Annual wholesale prices

July 1914= 100

Twelve-monthly average 1918

„ 1919

• .. 1920

.. .. 1921

Eleven-monthly average 1922

Food.
Non­
food.

All 
articles.

170 270 237

202 233 222

206 221 215

193 198 196

188 186 185

Statistics of Retail Prices of Food 
in Principal Countries

The following table shows the percentage 
Increase in the retail prices of food articles in 
principal countries :—

Country. Comparison between 
July 1914 and *

Increase 

per cent.

South Africa October 1922 . .1 19
United States September 1922 .., 37
Canada October 1922 ..1 38
Holland (Amsterdam) August 1922 44
New Zealand October 1922 39
Australia September 1922 49
India ( Bombay ) November 1922 55
United Kingdom November 1922 76
Sweden October 1922 78
Denmark August 1922 84
Norway October 1922 120
France (Paris) October 1922 190
Belgium October 1922 306
Italy (Rome ) September 1922 372
Germany Octolrer 1922 26323

The construction of the wholesale index is 
shown in the following table ;—

The Construction of the Index

100 = average of 1921

Groiv**
Nov. 
1921.

Fefc. 
1922.

May 
1922.

Auf. 
1922.

Oct. 
1922.

Nov. 
1922.

1. Cereals 107 98 98 91 79 75

II.PuIk. no 106 101 83 75 70

Ill Sugar 77 82 86 79 80

iV. Other food .. 112 124 129 140 147 153

Total food .. 100 98 100 97 92 31

V.0ilu<cl, 90 94 IC4 96 96 92

VI. Raw cotton 119 109 133 138 115 121

VII. Cotton manufac­
tures 99 91 94 93 85 84

VIII. Other textiles 96 97 97 97 97 97

IX. Hidesand Slcins,. 102 93 87 87 70 91

X. Metals 88 83 80 79 78 80

XI. Other raw and 
manufact u r c d 
Bfticles ,. 93 98 91 88 86 ■ 8’

Total noQ-food .. 97 93 94 93 87
89

General average—all 
articles .. 98 95 96 95 89

90

No. Articles. July 
1914.

November 1922.

Total 
Num­
bers.

Aver­
age.

1 Cereals (Rice, wheat, 
jowari, barley, and bojri) 6 Index Nos. 600 823 137

2 Pulses (Gram and turdal) 2 ., 200 222 III

3 Sugar (Refined and raw) 3 .. 300 638 213

4 Other articles of food 
(Ghee, salt, etc.) «. 3 .. 300 781 260

5 Total all food 14 ., 1,400 2,464 176

6 Oil seeds (Linseed, rape­
seed, poppyseed, and 
gingely) 4 400 530 133

7 Raw cotton 3 .. 300 520 173

8 Cotton manufactures
(Long cloth, shirtings, 
chudders. etc.) 6 600 U43 224

9 Other textiles (Silk) .. 2 .. 200 277 139

10 Hides and skins .. 3 .. 300 437 146

II Metals (Copper braziers, 
steel bars, tinplates, etc.). 5 .. 500 923 185

12 Other raw and manu­
factured articles (Kero­
sene and coal) ,. 3 ., 300 564 188

13 Total non-food 28 2,600 4.534 in
14 General Average 40 .. 4,000 7,058 176

COMPARATIVE RETAIL PRICES
Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad and Sholapur

On page 43 will be found statistics of food 
prices in October and November 1922 for 
Bombay, Karachi, Ahmedabad and Sholapur. 
These are official prices supplied through the 
Director of Agriculture to the Labour Office, 
and are averages of prices taken eight times a 
month from retail shopkeepers patronised by 
the labouring classes.* The articles selected, 
seventeen in number, are those commonly 
consumed by the working classes.

On the same page, the prices are expressed 
as percentages of prices in July 1914, thus 
showing in each individual case the Increase 
since the beginning of the War. The general 
index number for each place is the simple 
arithmetic average of the percentages of 
prices, and shows the average increase in food 
prices since July 1914. The index numbers 
for November 1922 show that in comparison 
with the previous month, there was a fall in 
prices in all the centres except Karachi. The 
price of cereals showed a general fall, while 
that of pulses advanced in Karachi and Ahme­
dabad. In “ Other foods ” there was a de­
crease in Bombay and Sholapur and an increase 
in Karachi and Ahmedabad.

* See Appendix C of Government Resolution. General Department. 
No. 3653 of 1892 and accompaniments to Government Resolution. 
Revenue Department. No. 6367 of 1911.
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WAGES IN AHMEDABAD

Proposed REPUc’rioN.s

owners

been arrived at.

WAGES IN KENYA

Indian

Rs, 30 or Rs, 37-8-0 a month.

* In ibtf ArtUM £1 — 15 .

I HE Cdst of Living

V cw.

12 LABOUR GAZK’m:

The following table cotnparcH the retail food 
prices in Karachi, Ahrnedahad and .Sholapiir 
with those in Bombay, In October and Novem­
ber 1922 (Bombay iiriceH 100). I he general 
average In this table hIiowk the average cost 
of food prices In each of the three places 
Karachi, Ahrnedahad and .Sholapiir os compared 
with Bombay. It will be seen that the retail 
price levels In all the three centres are below 
the level in Bombay.

Bombay prices in Ociobcr 1922 •-» / (7/)

Biimbay prices in November 1922 l(j(j

Allicin
1 Uoniliay Karachi

: AllttlcJ* 
abnd

(Jcrnl*—
Htc« •• 100 90 III

Wheal
' 100 70 85

Jowari •• 100 75 94

Bajii , 100 53 85
Aversife—Cefcal»«. 100 j 74 94

I’ulict— ■
Gram , • 100 60 90
T uidal ,, luo 91 108

Averaic—I’ulin,, " 100 79 102

Ollicrarlitinol lood—
bugar (ichned) ,. 100 103 104
Jagri (Gul) ,. 100 82 90
iu 100 . 124 124

Sall 100 59 77
Boel 100 1 W 58
Multon »a 100 ! 08 78
Milk 100 44 70
GIuk 100 80 95
I'olatooi 100 117 114
Uniuna ,, 100 80 M
Ixicoaiiul oil .. 100 90 112

Aveiage-Other iitida
bl lood .. 100 80 90

Anrige—All food
srtaclai 100 82 02

SliuUpur

103
91
09

83

105

97

IU5
93

103
124
58 
05
70 

120

')i
94

9i

Caab— 
lOce ..
Witul ./
Jowtri 
Bajri
Avnage—Cereal*., 

Pulaet—
Grain
'I urdal ,,;

Average—I’ulaea 
Other articleaol food— 

bunti (relined) 
Jagri(Gul) ,,i
1 ea ,,I
8all 
litd 
Mutton 
Milk 
Cdiee 
Polaloea 
Oniona ,,
Gouianut oil ,,!

AretfeOtliti uticla 
<4 lood ,,l

Amaga—All /«od
trtdag

98 
n 
n
54
75

I

REDUCTION OF WAGES IN TUt, 
UNITED KINGDOM

’I’liE I 'all in 1922
1 lie rise in the rales of wages in the UfiJi 

Kingdom reached its higliesi watermark nt tf 
end of Beceinher 1920, when, uctordiiji, ? 
the Ministry oj Ijuhuur Cazcitc ior OcioV’ 
1922, t be average increase over the pre-war lcJ 
was caliniuted al helwecn I70and IHf) percent 
Since that rlalc a steady decline in the rnlcunj 
wages has set in, and al the end of Scplcmhef 
1922 weekly full-lime rules of wages of adij|( 
workpeople in the industries, for which parlj. 
culars were available, averaged about 75 or 
percent, above the pre-war rales as against the 
approximate rise of 96 per cent, in the rni|| 
industry in the Presidency—87per cent, in the 
Bombay City and Island, 122 per cent, in 
Ahrnedahad, 94 per cent, in Sholapur and III 
per cent.in other centres.

During .September, 1922, the normal worlt. 
ing week was shorter, the number of full-time 
working hours in the industry ranging between 
44 and 48 per week. In Aufmst 1914 the 
number of hours worked during the same period 
averaged from 48 to 60, If this fact be taken 
into consideration, the percentage increase on 
the pre-war rales of hourly wages was even 
greater. I he average reduction in the rates of 
weekly wages was, from the end of December 
1920 to the end of September 1922, about 35 
per cent, of rates current at the end of 
December 1920.

Wages in the Textile Industry

According to the Ministry o/ Lxibour Gazelle 
for October 1922, "in August, 1914, piece 
rates of wages in this industry generally stood 
at about 5 per cent, above the standa 
prices. By the end of 1920 they had been raised 
to 215 per cent, above the standard. Of this 
increase, however, 30 per cent.on list prices was 
({ranted in 1919, concurrently with a reduction 
in weekly working hours from 55i to 48 In 
order to maintain weekly wages at the same level 
as before, d'he piece rates have since been 
reduced to 105 per cent,above the standard, i.e., 
to about 95 per cent, above the pre-war level. 
Allowing foe the shorter working week now 
worked, weekly full-time wage rates are now 
generally about 69 per cent, above the pre-war

level, ascompared with If/) per (ent.nt the md 
of 1920, bl addition, however, spedm m, renses 
and allowances have Been granted to (ertaiii 
classes of operatives, e.jf., blowing room men, 
strippers and grinders, mine spinners,
the effect ol which would be tn augment 
slightly t be percentages riiioted, 
arranged that a further reifi

It has been
liK tiori ol 10 per < ent, 

on otaridard list prices is to take efirct In
October ",

At the same lime the average level ol the cost
of living which bad reached the highest point, 
namely, 176 per cent, above the pre-war rale, 
In November 1920, had fallen, al the end ol
September 1922, to a level, 78 per cent, above 
the rates prevailing In July 1914, Remark­
ing upon this close afiproxlrnation between the 

ve positions of wages and cost of living 
levels, the Economist forfJctoltheir fire-war

28, 1922, observes that this state of things is 
" no doubt satisfactory from some points of 

But the time bus come to remember that
the crist of living, which In times of war stress
Bcrvcfl as a handy and perhaps necessary 

■fcvcl criterionstandard Is not an ideal wage-l 
even for trades which are not subject to acute
competition. In the long run the standard 
of living in the country as a whole must be
regulated by wage levels in the export
industries, and wage level there must be 
regulated in accordance with the ability of 
those industries to pay ”,

At a recent meeting, the Ahrnedahad Mill- 
Association have resolved that " I

view of the marked decline in the cost of living
and the continued depressed condition of the 
local textile industry, the wages of operatives 
should be substantially reduced. I he Manag­
ing Committee be requested to take necessary 
action to give effect to the above resolution 
at an early date ”. fhe matter has been 
referred to the local Labour Union for opinion.
No declj^lon regarding the amount of the 

be effected has as yet (December)reduction to

In Kf-nya anil lji«( Afma grnrrally, indu*-
Iriabsrn has not inailr inii< li irogr«-»s. Apart 
Ironi’thr important Railway Workahoiis and
ihonr ol the Pnhlir Wiirks Dqiartrnerit there
are, howr-ver, several large laitories at work

(oni|>letion, and a rrinsiderabla 
smaller ronrerns worker! by (xiwer.

The lollowing inlormation regarrling wages ol
the rhfferent (lasses ol workers has lieen
(ommiiriKated by the Indian Irada f.orrirnis- 
sioner in luist Alrica at the re/jijfst ol the
Ijibonr Dflire.

who during andcarpenters, 
immediately alter the war were earning bran 
Rs. 7-8-f) Io Rs, 22-8-f) a day, now earn aixnjt
Rs, 135 a month, Pree riaily rations, anr|
if ernphryed by the P, W, D, or Itailways, (r 
fiuartrrs are (»rovi(|ed for them, lhetrarle 
depression has now afferted them adversely and 
many are said to be deserting the (yilony, I he 
average Indian mason earns about Rs. 112 In 
Rs. 135 a month with free rations arirl rfuarters,
or about Rs. 6 a day when not ern(»loycd by 
the month. During the war he earned almut
Rs. 11-4-0 a day, A smith, in the workshops 
mentioned above, eurns about Rs, 135, arirl a

Indian me% ha-fitter up to Rs, 225 a month, 
nics arc gradually being displacerl by Afrimns. 
Some of the African trifies nriw shr/w special
aptitude for this type of work, I he Customs 
policeman earns from Rs, 33 to Rs, 36 a month 
including a bonus of Rs, 6; if he is an Indian
a bonus of Rs, 7-8-f) is naid. Indian clerks
in Coverrirnmit officrrs, where they can hoj 
forpensirms,starton Rs, I l2-8-f)a rnrmfh, while 
in commercial services they start rm about 

I he demand for clerksdouble this amount.
Is not, hrrwever, ntrw very great owing to Irarlc
depression.

In Mombasa, the ordinary coolie earns from
about Rs, 37-S-f) to Rs, 45 a month, and /lamals
earn Rs, 2-4-f) a rlay or from Rs, 37-8-0 to

1 he wages of domesticRs. 6f) a month.
servants vary crmsiderably. A Irearcr earns 
from Rs, 22-8-0 to Rs, 37~H~f), a cook (African)
from Rs. 37-8-0 to Rs. 75 and a d/ujhi about

I he wages of labourers in general, practically
all African, in up-country factories, on railway
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