


THE MONTH IN BRIEF

The Level of Retail Prices

disputes In progress involving a stoppage ol

work was 21 in September. Of these, 3 dis

putes began l)cfore September, and In addition

18 were reported to the Labour Office as liegln^

ning in that month. The total number of

workpeople involved in all disputes in Septem­

ber was approximately 49,068 as comiwrcd with

32.204 in August 1921. The estimated

aggregate duration of all disputes during

September was approximately 256,498 working

days as compared with 192,001 in August, an

increase of 34 per cent. The estimated

aggregate duration of all disputes from April

1st to the end of September was 952,136

In September the average level of retail

prices of all the commodities taken into ac­

count In the cost of living index for Bombay was

Five points or 3 per cent more than in August

1921. The level, taking 100 to represent the

level In July 1914, was 185 for all articles and

183 for food only. The articles have been

already (October 1921) signs of (ailing prices

owing mainly to the satls(actory monsoon

This, however, must wait (or (uturo issues of

the Gazette.

London.

Luzac & Co., 46, Great Russel Street, London, 
W. C.
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Labour in September—Tbe Return to Normal

'T'HIS season’s monsoon has been satisfactory. 
As the monsoon Is the backbone of labour 

conditions, this means that the next year is 

full of agreeable possibilities. There will be 

produce to be marketed and exported, and 

goods to be imported or manufactured and 

consumed. The solemn fact is that India 

during the space of a twelvemonth has been 

struggling against an overmastering depression. 

A change Is, above everything else, to be 

welcomed.

Excluding agriculture, the major industry 

of the Presidency is undoubtedly the cotton 

mill industry. In September labour conditions 

were in this industry above normal. In fact 

the demand for the production of the mills 

was so great and the margin of proht so high 

that not a few mills were willing to work longer 

hours, were this feasible. After the cotton 

mill industry the next Important Industry in 

the city and Island of Bombay Is the Engineering 

industry. Including, of course, railway work­

shops such as those of the G. I. P. and B. B. & 

C. I. Railways. Employment In this Industry is 

on the whole satisfactory. In one railway 

workshop, however, a strike was In progress 

throughout the month. The docks employ Is 

[>erhapt the next Important group of labour, 

indhere there Is nothing to report (or the month 

under review. The total number of industrial

given the relative importance which each licars

to the aggregate expenditure. There are
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